
       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 
   Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 16th May 2021 

7th Sunday of Easter 
 

9.30am  Holy Communion, a reflective service  

at St. Mary’s 

4.00pm Celebrate! Worship for all at St. Mary’s 
 

Collect: 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is 

gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end 

In those days Peter stood up among the 

believers (together the crowd numbered about one 

hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the 

scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a 

guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was 

numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.’ 

So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout 

the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 

us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these must 

become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they 

proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 

known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and 

said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 

one of these two you have chosen to take the place in 

this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 

aside to go to his own place.’ And they cast lots for 

them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 

the eleven apostles. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 John 5: 9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 

greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 

testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of 

God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 

not believe in God have made him a liar by not 

believing in the testimony that God has given 

concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave 

us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has 

the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 

does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 

eternal life. 
 

Gospel: John 17: 6-19 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 

know that everything you have given me is from 

you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, 

and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so 

that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with 

them, I protected them in your name that you have given 

me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except 

the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 

fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 

things in the world so that they may have my joy made 

complete in themselves. I have given them your word, 

and the world has hated them because they do not 

belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 

world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 

world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil 

one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 

word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I 

have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 

truth. 
 

Reflection from Bishop Rachel 

This week’s reflection comes from Bishop Rachel from 

the Glos Diocese Webpage: 

(https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/) 

On Thursday we celebrated Ascension Day – a day of 

ending but not quite of clear new beginning. 

Ascension Day marks the end of the story of Christ’s 

life on earth, and then comes a period of waiting, of 

wondering, of prayer. Once again there is unexpected 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/


change and disconcerting uncertainty, but this time it is 

lived with expectation (Acts 1:1-14). 
 

Unlike those first followers of Christ, we know the story 

and we know exactly when we will mark the Feast of 

Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit in power as 

the Church is born, but rather like those first followers 

of Christ we do not know how the Holy Spirit will work 

in us and through us in the coming days, and what this 

will mean for the future shape of the Church. What 

those first disciples knew is that they were called to wait 

prayerfully and attentively, and that the Holy Spirit 

would come upon them and that they would be 

witnesses – storytellers – locally and beyond, even to 

the end of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
 

As we live Ascension Day this year, it is my hope and 

prayer that we will live these coming weeks with 

expectant hearts and with a sense of watching and 

waiting – praying for a fresh outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit as we seek to discern what it will look like to be 

and do church in our local context in the next season. 

Over this past year I have repeatedly spoken about that 

paradox of living fully in the present whilst also being 

attentive to shaping the future, and always rooted in 

prayer. These days between Ascension Day and 

Pentecost bring that sharply into focus as we continue to 

reflect on all that we have lived and experienced in the 

past; what is going on around us and within us in the 

present; and what we are called to be and do as the next 

season gradually emerges and the story unfolds in new 

and different ways. 
 

As we arrive at Pentecost, I will be encouraging us to 

reflect further on how we grow as communities of story 

tellers among the people and places of our daily lives, 

and amid the different experiences of loss, struggle, joy 

and delight. 
 

It begins and continues with prayer, and as in previous 

years the days between Ascension Day and Pentecost 

are being marked with a global wave of prayer under the 

title ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. There are details of 

resources in this Bulletin. 
 

Let us live with expectant hearts as we continue to 

watch, lament and hope. Our story might be unfolding 

in new ways as we desire to share and discover 

more deeply what it means to live life in all its fullness, 

but the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ is 

unchanged. 
 

This comes with thanks and continued prayers, 
 

Bishop Rachel 
 

For your prayers: 
 

For those who have died and their families: 

Mervyn Watts who died on 6th May 

Chris Green who died on 13th May 

 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton, Alderley & Tresham 

17th: Ruth Charlotte Parker (2018) 

18th: Winifred Vera Heaven 

 Blanche Marie Shapter (2010) 

19th: James Gadsden   

Keith (‘Chad’) Outlaw (2009) 

20th: Paul Anthony Watkins (2019) 

22nd: Joyce Watson (2005) 

 Fred Sykes (2011)  

 Rose Alway (2012) 

 Donna Maria Watkins (2014) 

 Malcolm (‘Mac’) Smith (2016) 
 

Nibley  

16th: Patrick Dommett (2012) 

17th: Jean Witham (2008) 

21st: Freda Thornhill (2002) 

22nd: Peggy Ness (2012) 
 

In May, we remember Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers. 
 

Prayer Ministry  

There is a group of people who will pray for you. To 

request prayer for yourself or others, please ring Morag 

on 07411 207720.  
 

**Latest News about our church buildings** 

 

St. Mary’s opening times 

Mondays 8.45am        Morning Prayer 

Wednesdays 10 – 4pm    Private Prayer 

Fridays 8.45am        Morning Prayer 

Sundays 9.30am        Holy Communion 

  4.00pm       Celebrate! Worship for all 
 

St. Martin’s opening times 

Wednesdays 10 – 4pm  Private Prayer  
 

Covid restrictions and rules to be adhered to. Face 

coverings to be worn. Do not attend if you or one of 

your household has any COVID symptoms. 

 

Currently at St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings 

will be available online.  

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: “Service”  

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/


The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 

Services will resume at St. Martin’s on 6th June (then 

every other week). 
 

St. Kenelm’s and The Chapel of Ease will be opening 

in June (6th for Tresham, 20th for Alderley). 

 
 

*******Notices******* 
 

Prayer Trail at St. Mary’s - In conjunction with St 

Mary’s opening for private prayer there is a prayer trail 

for adults & children round the churchyard based on 

Psalm 23.  Collect trail leaflets from the holder on the 

main notice board opposite the Parish Room. 
 

Vicar’s new email address – we promise this is the 

LAST one! – Cookie can be contacted on 

vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 
 

 

 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing audio 

series finding out about different projects, organisations 

and inspirational stories. 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/tag/podcast/ 
 

Services from the Church of England 

Available to watch on the Church of England website, 

Facebook page and YouTube! channel  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie’s Corner  
 

Greetings all, 

Hello everyone.  And so the Government has 

announced that we can soon start (limited) 

hugging again. We are gradually getting closer 

together and hopefully the fear is lessening with 

the virus.  Isn’t it amazing the things that we take 
for granted?  I think even those who class 

themselves as ‘quiet and contained’ will be happy 

to have the opportunity for human contact once 

more. Men and Women and children – especially 

children – are social animals.  We only learn later 

on to segregate ourselves. Sometimes we have no 

choice. COVID being just one example. 

Touch, simple and yet so missed when it is not 

there. 

I’m wondering if I will see more of you hugging 

when I am out and about? 

  

Have a blessed week. 

  
‘Cookie’  
vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk / 07483 146531      
 

Clergy: 
Revd Rachel Cook – 07483 146531 (day off Friday) 
vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk      
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547521 (not after 6.00pm) (day off 
Tuesday) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845147 (day off Tuesday) 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845157 (day off Saturday) 
 

Wotton Churchwardens:            
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613           
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175              office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10.15 – 12.15pm & Fri: 10.15 – 11.15am 
Office closed on a Wednesday 
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