
       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 
   Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 9th May 2021 

6th Sunday of Easter 
 

9.30am  Holy Communion, a reflective service  

at St. Mary’s 

4.00pm Celebrate! Worship for all at St. Mary’s 
 

Collect: 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Acts 10: 44-end 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who 

had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold 

the water for baptizing these people who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 John 5: 1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 

born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 

the child. By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For the love of God is this, that we 

obey his commandments. And his commandments are 

not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers 

the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 

world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but 

the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 

Christ, not with the water only but with the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 
 

Gospel: John 15: 9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 

in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete. 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as 

I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but 

I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another. 
 

Reflection from Sue 

Today’s Epistle and Gospel might be summed up as 

faith conquers the world with love.  Before the ministry 

of Christ the followers of God would have relied heavily 

on the Laws and the Ten Commandments to understand 

what he required of them.  Jesus simplified this teaching 

by telling us he has chosen us to be his followers if we 

keep his commandments.  He only outlines two great 

commandments: to love the Lord our God and to love 

our neighbours as ourselves. 
 

The tricky bit comes for a modern audience in that word 

commandments.  We are not used to such an 

uncompromising order.  It smacks a bit of being slaves 

with no will of our own.  It is further complicated by the 

statement that Jesus has chosen us to be his friends if 

we follow his commandments.  Somehow that brings 

back those unwelcome memories of being chosen, or 

not, for a team at school.  You had no way to influence 

the chooser and could only wait to be chosen, afraid of 

being the last to be named.  What if we were not 

chosen? 
 

But with Jesus the calling is everything.  His invitation 

is freely given to everyone who wants to hear.  His 

calling implies relationship.  The relationship is 

underpinned by listening, growing in understanding, 

praying and taking advice.  All these things, just as in a 

human relationship, are difficult unless this relationship 

is a living one.  Faith, which in the past was informed by 

the Laws and the Prophets, is now informed by love.  

The whole of our lives are about learning this.  The love 

that Jesus commands is the love that we shall learn if we 

allow our will to be trained by him.  

Faith and love: two sides of the same coin. 



Faith that does not issue in love is meaningless. 

Love that does not issue from faith in the Son of God is 

powerless. 

Together, they bring in the kingdom of God. 

From Contemporary Reflections by Sheila Walker. 
 

Love and God bless, Sue. 
 

For your prayers: 
 

For those who have died and their families: 

Jean Jones who was interred in the Garden of 

Remembrance at St. Mary’s 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton, Alderley & Tresham 

9th: Geoffrey William Moore (2016) 

11th: Irene “Rene” Patricia Mann (2017) 

12th: Jean Cathles (2011) 

 Honor Mary Bell (2014) 

 Gordon Ronald Desmond (‘Des’) Smith (2016)  

15th: Maureen Kemp (Tresham) (2014) 

 Elizabeth Mary Tansey (2014) 

 Hugh Clement Phillips (2016) 

Nibley  

9th: David John Billingham (2013) 

11th: Iris M Griffiths (1992) 
 

In May, we remember Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers. 
 

Prayer Ministry  

There is a group of people who will pray for you. To 

request prayer for yourself or others, please ring Morag 

on 07411 207720.  
 

**Latest News about our church buildings** 

 

St. Mary’s opening times 

Mondays 8.45am        Morning Prayer 

Wednesdays 10 – 4pm    Private Prayer 

Fridays 8.45am        Morning Prayer 

Sundays 9.30am        Holy Communion 

  4.00pm       Celebrate! Worship for all 
 

St. Martin’s opening times 

Wednesdays 10 – 4pm  Private Prayer  
 

Covid restrictions and rules to be adhered to. Face 

coverings to be worn. Do not attend if you or one of 

your household has any COVID symptoms. 

 

Currently at St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings 

will be available online.  

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: “Ramblings”  

The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 

Services will resume at St. Martin’s on 6th June (then 

every other week). 

 

St. Kenelm’s and The Chapel of Ease will be opening 

in June. 
 

*******Notices******* 
Christian Aid – At the Baptist Church courtyard -

Come and buy plants, cakes, books and jigsaws at the 

Christian Aid sale on Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th 

May 9am – 1pm. Card payments accepted 

If you can’t get there but would like to donate, please 

use: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wotton-under-

EdgeCAGroup OR342902 
 

Thursday 13th May – Ascension Day – there will be a 

communion service at St. Mary’s at 7.30pm to mark 

Ascension day. All welcome. 
 

Prayer Trail at St. Mary’s - In conjunction with St 

Mary’s opening for private prayer there is a prayer trail 

for adults & children round the churchyard based on 

Psalm 23.  Collect trail leaflets from the holder on the 

main notice board opposite the Parish Room. 
 

Vicar’s new email address – we promise this is the 

LAST one! – Cookie can be contacted on 

vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 
 

Benefice/Parish Office – I will be working from home 

for the majority of the week. Best to email on 

office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk or ring 07799 474054. 

Will be back in the office on Monday 17th May 
 

Foodbank Easter Collection – if you have collected a 

box of items for the Foodbank – please let me know and 

I can arrange a time for drop off. 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing audio 

series finding out about different projects, organisations 

and inspirational stories. 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/tag/podcast/ 
 

Services from the Church of England 

Available to watch on the Church of England website, 

Facebook page and YouTube! channel  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 
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Cookie’s Corner  
 

Greetings all, 

It was so lovely to see you in Church last week 

and we are looking forward to seeing you again. 

In the morning our communion service (which 

was my first in the Benefice) was well attended 

and in the afternoon our new 4pm service went 
down really well too.  The Messy church team 

worked wonders and quite a few heads, from 

curious afternoon walkers, popped in the door.   

It is our hope that as we continue to leave our 

doors ajar, more people will feel they can come 

(especially when tea and cake is back on the 

menu).  There were a few teething problems, but 

as I say, it was very good to be back in our 

building.  Exciting times. 

 

We are really looking forward to building our 

teams.  If you feel you want to be involved in 

anyway, please speak to us.  We all have amazing 

skills and talents to share amongst the community 

as we go forward together. 
 

Blessings,  
‘Cookie’  
vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk / 07483 146531      
 

Clergy: 
Revd Rachel Cook – 07483 146531 (day off Friday) 
vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk      
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547521 (not after 6.00pm) (day off 
Tuesday) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845147 (day off Tuesday) 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845157 (day off Saturday) 
 

Wotton Churchwardens:            
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613           
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175              office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10.15 – 12.15pm & Fri: 10.15 – 11.15am 
Office closed on a Wednesday 
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